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						unfortunately, there's just not enough
					
				

				
					
						software to go round. But we read all the
					
				

				
					
						reviews and enjoyed them all; the
					
				

				
					
						standard was so high that it made the task
					
				

				
					
						of choosing almost impossible. If you
					
				

				
					
						haven't heard yet, please bear with us as
					
				

				
					
						we're still trying to let everyone know
					
				

				
					
						whether they have been accepted.
					
				

				
					
						Similarly, if you've written to us about
					
				

				
					
						the magazine, or with a problem or just
					
				

				
					
						about Commodore computing in
					
				

				
					
						general, we haven't forgotten you. It may
					
				

				
					
						be some time before we get round to
					
				

				
					
						replying but you can be sure that we have
					
				

				
					
						taken note of what you have to say. For
					
				

				
					
						example, Derren Nugent of Swindon
					
				

				
					
						writes: "By the way, could you print one
					
				

				
					
						or two C16 programs in your stunning
					
				

				
					
						mag...P.S. Your magazine is probably the
					
				

				
					
						best, most economical and informative
					
				

				
					
						mag for Commodore users...." I don't
					
				

				
					
						know about the 'probably', but how
					
				

				
					
						could we refuse a request like that.
					
				

				
					
						Derren, turn to page 34....
					
				

			

			
				
					
						wish that those who pass through them
					
				

				
					
						will have a nice day, now'. When I'm in
					
				

				
					
						the habit of talking to doors, I shall be
					
				

				
					
						grateful for the greeting.
					
				

				
					
						Of course, my tongue is in my cheek.
					
				

				
					
						Better that than to be tongue tied by a
					
				

				
					
						talking computer. It might just not be the
					
				

				
					
						ghost in the machine which has the last
					
				

				
					
						laugh (see Ghost busters) but the machine
					
				

				
					
						itself!
					
				

				
					
						And what of my dream? Like all such
					
				

				
					
						visions it passes at the ﬁrst sound of the
					
				

				
					
						alarm clock. I shout at the clock. After all,
					
				

				
					
						it is one of those new voice recognition
					
				

				
					
						ones.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Hee** editor's warning
					
				

			

			
				
					
						about computers that talk too
					
				

				
					
						much.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						have a dream. Well, it's more of a
					
				

				
					
						nightmare really. I am awoken in the
					
				

				
					
						morning by my alarm clock but instead of
					
				

				
					
						an insistant and irritating buzz it is
					
				

				
					
						programmed to rouse me from sleep in
					
				

				
					
						sweet and pleasant tones. I abuse it
					
				

				
					
						soundly. No longer do I drive to work in a
					
				

				
					
						grumpy and half-awake silence. Instead. I
					
				

				
					
						have to listen to the prattle of my car as it
					
				

				
					
						asks how I slept, what sort of evening I
					
				

				
					
						spent (I was talked at by the cathode ray
					
				

				
					
						tube) and what I ate for breakfast. My
					
				

				
					
						word-processor is so called because it
					
				

				
					
						talks all day. Its vocabulary is larger than
					
				

				
					
						mine (no cheap jokes please), My entire
					
				

				
					
						day is spent listening to an artiﬁcially
					
				

				
					
						intelligent babble.
					
				

				
					
						It's started already, of course, and with
					
				

				
					
						the Commodore 64. We all know that the
					
				

				
					
						64 has one of the best sound generating
					
				

				
					
						chips of any computer on the home
					
				

				
					
						market. Soon it may never tire of telling us
					
				

				
					
						so. However for the moment it is still
					
				

				
					
						ﬁnding its voice.
					
				

				
					
						So, what are the tell-tale signs, the ﬁrst
					
				

				
					
						faltering syllablet? Not Mummy or Daddy,
					
				

				
					
						oh no, but "He slimed me" and "Destroy
					
				

				
					
						him my robots!". These immortal words
					
				

				
					
						appear on two of the best games on the
					
				

				
					
						market at the moment, Ghostbusters and
					
				

				
					
						Impossible Mission. Soon all computer
					
				

				
					
						games won't just be doing the nasty stutt
					
				

				
					
						to you but recounting all the gory details
					
				

				
					
						as well.
					
				

				
					
						Fortunately, we do still have some
					
				

				
					
						control over the micro mouth. Speech
					
				

				
					
						synthesizers may be the computer's voice
					
				

				
					
						box but for the time being we tell them
					
				

				
					
						what to say. Our review of those speech
					
				

				
					
						synthesizers in this issue will show you
					
				

				
					
						how your 64 is already loosening up its
					
				

				
					
						larynx. Be warned.
					
				

				
					
						Now, you're probably saying that I'm
					
				

				
					
						slightly paranoid. It's fun to hear your
					
				

				
					
						computer talk, to create different
					
				

				
					
						characters in your games and far more
					
				

				
					
						friendly to be told by your computer to do
					
				

				
					
						something rather than to read it on the
					
				

				
					
						screen. But already from America we hear
					
				

				
					
						stories of automatic doors expressing the
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						We're overwhelmed. By what? By you, of
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						us. Not everyone could be a reviewer,
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