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						no matter what I said or did, 
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						Introduction 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Writers are human, mostly, and to err is our species’ heritage.  We are 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						certainly as apt to mess up as any other human being.  Show me one perfect, 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						flawless author, and I’ll go out in the backyard and build a bonfire out of my own 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						books.  You can come over and roast marshmallows with me over it. 
					
				

				
					
						The problems a writer has with creating stories are part of the learning 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						process; they can help us the next time we take a swing at it.  We should 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						celebrate every time we drop the ball.  Instead, writers agonize over mistakes.  I 
					
				

				
					
						remember one author writing of a single typo he found in one of his published 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						short stories; he compared it to relieving himself in public.  I hope he never reads 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						my novel 
						Endurance. 
						There are at least eleven typos in it; probably more.  I’m 
					
				

				
					
						sorry I didn’t read the manuscript more carefully, but that’s what it taught me:  
					
				

			

			
				
					
						proof-read slowly, and don’t rely on editors and copy-writers to catch everything. 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Since turning pro I’ve read dozens of how-to writing books.  Some were 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						helpful, some were whacko, but all but one* shared a common problem:  there 
					
				

				
					
						wasn’t an ounce of humor in them.  When I wrote 
						Way of the Cheetah
						,
						 my first 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						how-to writing book, I tried to keep it light, casual, and infuse it with a bit of wry 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						humor.  It worked out so well that I decided to carry that over to posts about 
					
				

				
					
						writing problems on my weblog, 
						Paperback Writer
						,  
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Thus John and Marcia were born, and slowly evolved over twelve months 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						into my novel crash test dummies.  I’ve test-driven a lot of teaching tools over the 
					
				

				
					
						years, but these two have become the most popular.     
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Whenever you make a writing mistake, take a minute to laugh at it and 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						yourself.  Then learn from it, and get back to work.  
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Lynn Viehl 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						May 2007 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						*One notable exception:  
						Fondling Your Muse
						 by John Warner.  It’s a how-to 
					
				

				
					
						parody that is packed with scalding humor about writers and the writing life. 
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